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A Woman’s Place Responds to Increase in Domestic
Violence, Launches The Founding Mothers’ Society
THE SOCIETY HONORS AND STRENGTHENS THE FOUNDING
MOTHERS’ COMMITMENT TO ENDING DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
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A Woman’s Place (AWP), a community-based
social change organization dedicated to ending
domestic violence and empowering survivors,
today announced a new giving circle—The
Founding Mothers’ Society—honoring its
founding mothers and their vision of a
world where all individuals are safe in their
UHODWLRQVKLSVDQGFDQÁRXULVK

5,6(SURJUDP³5HGHÀQLQJ
,QGHSHQGHQFH6DIHW\DQG
(PSRZHUPHQW³ZKLFKLV
focused on helping survivors
JDLQYLWDOVNLOOVDQGFRQÀGHQFH
so they can pursue their
chosen careers and achieve
ÀQDQFLDOLQGHSHQGHQFH

The Founding Mothers’ Society recognizes
the pivotal contributions of four courageous
women—Mary Jane Kirkpatrick, Patricia
Garrett (Groff), Doris Payne, and Beverly
Frantz—who began AWP in 1976 in a small
storefront in Sellersville with the mission to
VXSSRUWVXUYLYRUVDQGHQGGRPHVWLFYLROHQFH
Over the last 44 years, AWP has grown to
become an active and constant voice against
domestic violence, providing critical, lifesaving
services to the warriors and survivors who
UHDFKRXWWR$:3IRUKHOS

The Society will provide a
structure whereby supporters
can engage more deeply in
this work by coming together
through strategic giving
to support programs that
QHHGVLJQLÀFDQWUHVRXUFHV
Members of the Society will
meet twice annually to review
QHHGVDQGJRDOVZLWK$:3

With domestic violence rising almost 10%
nationally during the pandemic, AWP’s hotline
calls have outpaced even this surge, with a
nearly 40% increase in calls from this time last
\HDU,QDORQH$:3KDQGOHGKRWOLQH
FDOOV,QDGGLWLRQGHVSLWHWKHFRQVWUDLQWVRI
the pandemic, the agency reached more than
5,600 students across Bucks County schools
for prevention and education activities; provided
6,400 nights of shelter to adults and children;
offered nearly 7,000 hours of counseling to
JURXSVRILQGLYLGXDOVDVVLVWHGLQFDVHV
of emergency justice-related assistance; and
VHUYHGFOLHQWVZKRFDPHWR$:3IRUKHOS
DQGVXSSRUW
,QLWVÀUVW\HDUWKH6RFLHW\ZLOOIRFXVRQ
WKHDJHQF\·VLQFUHDVHGQHHGVIRUVHUYLFHV
Funding will be used to support hotline calls,
advocacy work within the shelter, counseling
DQGWKHUDS\IRUVXUYLYRUVÀUVWUHVSRQVHFLYLO
OHJDOZRUNDQGOHJDODGYRFDF\$QRWKHUFULWLFDO
area is prevention and education, such as the
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“As needs evolve and increase, services and
programs offered by AWP have also grown. But
the core mission, set by the founding mothers,
remains unchanged,” said Marianne Lynch,
Executive Director, AWP. “We’re so grateful to
the founding mothers for seeding this movement,
and we thank our loyal and generous allies
ZKRDUHMRLQLQJXVLQWKLVÀJKW:HKDYHDORW
of work to do to end domestic violence. The
Founding Mothers’ Society will facilitate deeper
engagement and transformational giving to
break the cycle of domestic violence and move
survivors beyond abuse to a place of permanent
empowerment.”
AWP is the only domestic violence community
EHQHÀWRUJDQL]DWLRQLQ%XFNV&RXQW\
3HQQV\OYDQLD$:3KDVSURYLGHGIUHHSULYDWH
FRQÀGHQWLDODQGFRPSUHKHQVLYHVKHOWHU
service, support, advocacy, outreach, training,
and education to victims of domestic abuse and
violence and their children and the community
IRUPRUHWKDQ\HDUV7KHIUHHSULYDWH
DQGFRQÀGHQWLDOKRWOLQH  LV
DYDLODEOHKRXUVDGD\

To join or learn more about The Founding
Mothers’ Society, please contact Vibha Agrawal
DWYDJUDZDO#DZRPDQVSODFHRUJ9LVLWZZZ
DZRPDQVSODFHRUJRUIROORZXVRQ)DFHERRN
DWZZZIDFHERRNFRPDZRPDQVSODFHRU
,QVWDJUDPDWZZZLQVWDJUDPFRP$:3EXFNV
WRVWD\XSGDWHGRQ$:3·VDFWLYLWLHV
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