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QUESTION AND ANSWER SESSION WITH FAMILY LAW ATTORNEY
MINDY SNYDER REGARDING CUSTODY AND STEPPARENT ADOPTIONS
VWHSSDUHQWZDQWVWREHFRPH
the legal parent of the child,
ZLWKDOOWKHVDPHULJKWV
HQWLWOHPHQWVDQGREOLJDWLRQV
DVDELRORJLFDOSDUHQWKHRU
she must adopt the child.
7KLVLVDQREOLJDWLRQWKDWLV
QRWWREHWDNHQOLJKWO\,IWKH
adoption proceeds and you
and your spouse divorce, he
RUVKHZLOOVWLOOEHWKHSDUHQW
of the child.

Is there a checklist
for Custody?
There are 16 factors the
Court must look at to decide
custody. All 16 factors are
VHWIRUWKDWRXUÀUPZHEVLWH
at Liebmann Family Law.
The overriding goal for
the Court is to determine
WKHEHVWLQWHUHVWRIWKH
child. But it does not stop
there. The Court must also
GHWHUPLQHZKLFKSDUHQW
is likely to encourage
and permit frequent and
FRQWLQXLQJFRQWDFWZLWKWKH
other parent. The Court
DOVRORRNVDWZKLFKSDUHQW
has historically performed
the majority of parental
GXWLHVRQEHKDOIRIWKHFKLOG
As to the current living
situation, the Court looks
DWZKLFKSDUHQWFDQSURYLGH
VWDELOLW\DQGFRQWLQXLW\LQ
the child’s education, family
life and community life.
Continuity for the child is
YHU\LPSRUWDQW6SHFLÀFDOO\
the Court has to determine
ZKLFKSDUHQWLVOLNHO\WR
attend to the daily physical,
emotional, developmental,
educational and special
needs of the child. As
parents, the parties should
EHDEOHWRDJUHHRQWKHEHVW
interest of their child. If,
KRZHYHUWKHSDUWLHVFDQQRW
DJUHHWKHODZ\HUVDQGWKH
Court system are there to
help the parties come to
a conclusion.
My spouse has been helping
me raise my child for years,
with no contact or support
from the biological parent –
Can my spouse adopt
my child?
$QLQGLYLGXDOEHFRPHV
DVWHSSDUHQWZKHQKH
or she marries a person
ZKRKDVDFKLOGIURPD
previous relationship. If the

The ease of having a
stepparent adopt your child
depends heavily on the
existing family dynamic. If
WKHRWKHUELRORJLFDOSDUHQWLV
ZLOOLQJWRJLYHXSKLVRUKHU
parental rights, the adoption
SURFHHGVE\FRQVHQW7KLV
ZRXOGEHFRQVLGHUHGD
voluntary relinquishment
of parental rights. Upon
presentation of the
appropriate forms, he or she
ZRXOGVLJQDZULWWHQFRQVHQW
to the adoption. He or she
PXVWWKHQEHSURYLGHGQRWLFH
RIWKHKHDULQJEXWGRHVQRW
have to attend.
,IWKDWSDUHQWLVXQZLOOLQJ
WKHUHPD\EHJURXQGVIRUWKH
ULJKWVRIWKDWSDUHQWWREH
WHUPLQDWHGLQYROXQWDULO\E\
the Court.
What are the ground
for involuntary
termination that are most
often set forth under
Pennsylvania law?
In Pennsylvania, the
Grounds for Involuntary
7HUPLQDWLRQDUHVHWIRUWKE\
statute. In most situations
ZKHUHWKHELRORJLFDOSDUHQW
KDVQRWKDGFRQWDFWZLWKWKH
child for an extended period,
WKHUHDUHXVXDOO\WZRZD\V
that are legally appropriate to
terminate their rights.
The rights of a parent
UHJDUGLQJDFKLOGPD\EH
terminated if the parent,
E\FRQGXFWFRQWLQXLQJ
for a period of six months
immediately preceding the
ÀOLQJRIWKH3HWLWLRQIRU
Involuntary Termination,
has evidenced a settled
purpose of relinquishing
his or her parental claim
to a child or has refused or
failed to perform parental
GXWLHV$QRWKHUEDVLV
for termination is if the
repeated and continued

LQFDSDFLW\DEXVHQHJOHFW
or refusal of the parent
KDVFDXVHGWKHFKLOGWREH
ZLWKRXWHVVHQWLDOSDUHQWDO
care and the conditions
FDQQRWRUZLOOQRWEH
UHPHGLHGE\WKHSDUHQW
The Court, in terminating the
rights of a parent, must give
primary consideration to the
developmental, physical and
HPRWLRQDOQHHGVDQGZHOIDUH
of the child. At a hearing,
the Court closely examines
WKHERQGWKDWWKHFKLOGKDV
LIDQ\ZLWKWKHELRORJLFDO
SDUHQW7KH&RXUWZLOOWKHQ
H[DPLQHWKHERQGWKDW
WKHFKLOGKDVZLWK
the stepparent.
0HHWLQJZLWKDQDWWRUQH\
to discuss your individual
VLWXDWLRQLVWKHEHVWZD\WR
GHWHUPLQHZKHWKHUWKLVOHJDO
EXUGHQFDQEHPHW
What must be done
to begin the
adoption process?
In Pennsylvania, you and

\RXUVSRXVHPXVWREWDLQ
a Pennsylvania Child
$EXVH&OHDUDQFHD
Pennsylvania Criminal
History Clearance and an
FBI Fingerprint Clearance.
We can help guide you
DVWRKRZWRREWDLQ
these forms.
Also, if the child is 12 or
older, he or she must sign a
ZULWWHQFRQVHQWWR
the adoption.

How will the adoption
affect child support?
7KHDGRSWLRQZLOOWHUPLQDWH
WKHIXWXUHVXSSRUWREOLJDWLRQV
RIWKHELRORJLFDOSDUHQWZKRVH
ULJKWVDUHEHLQJWHUPLQDWHG
+RZHYHUSDVWGXHREOLJDWLRQV
(arrears) are not discharged
DQGFDQVWLOOEHSXUVXHGLI
there is an outstanding Court
Order for support.

As in all legal matters, the
DQVZHUWRDIHZTXHVWLRQV
often raises more questions.
At Liebmann Family Law,
Is a Court appearance
ZHRIIHUDIUHHFRQVXOWDWLRQ
required?
The purpose of that initial
<HV,IWKHELRORJLFDOSDUHQW
meeting is important to
consents to the adoption,
make sure that you are
LWZLOORQO\EHRQHKHDULQJ
FRPIRUWDEOHSURFHHGLQJ
,IKRZHYHUWKDWSDUHQW·V
ZLWK\RXUFKRVHQDWWRUQH\
ULJKWVPXVWEHLQYROXQWDULO\
<RXPXVWEHFRQÀGHQWRI
WHUPLQDWHGLWLVDWZR
KLVRUKHUOHJDONQRZOHGJH
step process.
DQGDOVREHFRPIRUWDEOH
proceeding through an
<RXUFKLOGLVUHTXLUHGWREH
DWWKHÀQDODGRSWLRQKHDULQJ HPRWLRQDOO\GLIÀFXOWSURFHVV
ZLWKWKHDWWRUQH\3OHDVH
,WLVDEHDXWLIXODQGIRUPDO
FRQWDFWRXURIÀFHWRDUUDQJH
SURFHGXUHZKLFKOHJDOO\
DIUHHFRQVXOWDWLRQZZZ
FRQÀUPVWKHERQGVWKDW
/LHEPDQQIDPLO\ODZFRPRU
DOUHDG\H[LVWEHWZHHQ\RXU

spouse and the child.
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