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Bringing Community Together Again

The last two years have been very difficult for everyone, but, 
for people living with a cancer diagnosis, the challenges 
have been even greater. A recent study published in 
JAMA Oncology estimates that roughly 10 million cancer 
screenings were missed during the pandemic. This means 
that, for many of those people, there will be a delay in the 
detection of cancer, resulting in more advanced disease 
when it is diagnosed. 

In addition, the many other side effects of cancer, such as 
depression, loneliness, isolation, and anxiety, have been 
identified as the most important psychological problems of 
cancer patients during the pandemic. While many people 
undergoing cancer treatment have support from a network 
of family and friends, there is a large percentage of cancer 
patients who lack this important support.

Cancer Support Community Greater Philadelphia at Gilda’s 
Club made the transition during this time to provide virtual 
education, mind-body programs, individual counseling, and 
support groups to our community. These have made a huge 
difference in helping alleviate many of the psycho-social 
concerns cancer patients have.
As more people are getting vaccinated and boosted, 
many cancer patients are reporting that they feel more 
comfortable returning to in-person events. This feedback 
has helped us begin to return to in-person programs and 
support. We are ensuring that we maintain high safety 
and COVID-19 protection protocols and plan in-person 
programs with those protocols in mind.

We will also continue to provide online support, education, 
and counseling for those who are too ill or just wish to 
attend in-person programs.

Our growth over the years has been exponential, and, as 
a result, we have often been challenged for a space large 
enough to host some of our events. We are pleased to 
announce that, through the generosity of a donor,
we have been able to add a large addition to our
Warminster location. 

This building, Jackson Hall, will provide space for large 
gatherings as well as our programs for children and teens. 
CSCGP will also be making this space available to the 
public for rent for community gatherings, bridal and baby 
showers, and small corporate and family events. 

“We are thrilled that we are able to meet in person again,” 
said Program Director Beth Cribb. “While so many have 
taken advantage of virtual programs,” she added, “the sense 
of community that is felt when meeting in person is an 
additional way that people feel more connected.” 

If interested in learning more about the virtual and in-
person programs at CSCGP at Gilda’s Club, please contact 
Program Director Beth Cribb at 215-441-3290, ext. 114 
or BethC@cancersupportphiladelphia.org or visit www.
cancersupportphiladelphia.org.
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