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When 14 local women gathered at the Doylestown 
home of Mrs. Richard Watson one Spring evening 
in 1895, they could not have foreseen the far-
reaching impact their conversation would have on 
the Central Bucks County community. While that 

respiratory health concerns arising from dust on the 
streets of Doylestown, the focus quickly broadened. 
Within a short time, the women’s stated mission 
became “enhancing the welfare of Central Bucks 
County and surrounding communities.” 

125 years later, the Village Improvement Association 
of Doylestown (VIA), the organization the women 

them could have imagined. The group currently governs 
Doylestown Health, an award-winning healthcare system. 
They are the only women’s organization in the country 
to have such a role. Along the way, the VIA can claim 

Hospital at Pine and Oakland Streets in 1923 and 
construction of a second hospital at Belmont and Spruce 
Streets in 1939 when more space was needed. In addition 
to the Hospital itself, the current Doylestown Healthcare 
System includes Pine Run Community, Pine Run Lakeview, 

home health/hospice services.

The group has also sponsored 46 Designer House & Gardens 
events. In fact, when speaking of the VIA, one cannot forget 
the Designer Houses! The initial Bucks County Designer 

VIA members ironed curtains and painted walls. It was a 
far cry from today’s month-long house and gardens tours, 
where, in just a few short weeks, premier area designers and 
landscapers magically transform a historic property and its 

house was named, supported the construction of the present 
Doylestown Hospital on West State Street.

Through the years, the Designer House & Gardens has 
become the VIA’s largest fund-raising event. Some time ago, 

70% for the Doylestown Health System. Within the Health 
System, a different project is selected each year. The Health 

a comprehensive fund-raising campaign that will transform 

2021 Designer House will go to the Women’s Diagnostic 

 

As notable as the Designer Houses are, it would 

The group and its activities have evolved 
and are now embedded in the community, 
responding to its needs. A recent focus 
of the organization has been on programs 
to assist babies born with Neonatal 
Abstinence Syndrome. Other VIA 

organizations that address unmet 
community needs, award scholarships 
to graduating high school students 
and women, and address the needs of 
veterans in the community, to name 
just a few. 

The VIA’s membership currently 
stands at 265 women. It is a 
diverse group, with expertise in 

communications, education, law, and other 
disciplines. Many are retired, while 
others have young children. Monthly 
general membership meetings are 
held from October through June, 
and the many committees 
within the organization allow 
members to focus on areas of 
interest. Discussions may be 
spirited at times, but members value 
a diversity of opinion and genuinely 
enjoy one another’s company.

To learn more about the Village Improvement Association or for membership information,
please visit www.via-Doylestown.org.

As one long-time member said with a smile,
“We are always looking for a few more—or a lot more—good women.”

From Dust to...


