
With the accumulation 
of life experiences, 
knowledge, and wisdom, 
we tend to believe that 
we make sound decisions 
daily on nearly everything 
confronting us.

In 1996, Thomas J. 
Stanley and William D. 
Danko wrote a book 
entitled, The Millionaire 
Next Door. The prime 
objective is to make 
sound decisions on 
anything having to 
do with money, smart 
purchasing, and 
realizing what is or is not 
important in your life and 
how it affects personal 
wealth. I strongly 
encourage you to read 
this book.

Among the examples 
covered are purchasing 
a certified pre-owned 
vehicle a few years old 
and just off a lease as 
opposed to buying a 
new car and suffering 
tremendous depreciation. 
Other cases include 
the make of watch to 
consider, where to buy 
clothes, how to shop and 
get the most bang for 
your buck, and more.

This is not to say become 
a cheapskate and do 
without or develop the 
mindset of beating the 
seller down on price for 
everything. Quite the 
contrary. The general 
concept is to acquire the 
best based upon your 

research without wasting 
money and allowing you 
to accumulate wealth. 
You always need to spend 
an appropriate amount 
for the acquisition of a 
product or service and 
gain value to last as long 
as possible.

One arena where 
individuals do themselves 
a colossal disservice is 
healthcare. Your health 
is the most important 
aspect of your life above 
money. You can have all 
the money in the World, 
but what good is it if you 
have poor health?

There are some people 
whose main objective 
is to take the cheapest 
road to handling hearing 
healthcare. If two hearing 
aids are indicated to 
address their loss, some 
want to attempt to get by 
with one device. Some 
want to buy a used 
or refurbished device 
as opposed to a new 
one. If the hearing aids 
needed to take care of 
their communication 
requirements costs 
one price, they look for 
something cheaper to 
zero in on a lower price 
point as opposed to
which device will 
appropriately take care of
their problem.

With all of us being 
consumers, we want 
to acquire exactly 
what we need without 

overspending for the 
same exact product or 
service without spending 
more than is required. 
Some people with hearing 
loss requiring the fitting 
of binaural amplification 
will ride the ‘price pony’ 
off the cliff into the abyss 
of dissatisfaction because 
of their bad judgement.

They will drive out of their 
way, to see an unqualified 
sales person (not an 
audiologist with a medical 
background) at a store 
and allow themselves to 
be sucked into the price 
of the amplification rather 
than getting the hearing 
aids that will meet their 
need at a higher price 
with a professional. The 
latter choice will give this 
patient the care needed 

and devices required 
with an educated and 
experienced Doctor
of Audiology.

Most people don’t realize 
the XYZ store may have 
off brand devices or 
limit the selection of 
manufacturer and model 
because it is several years 
old. Doing so sacrifices 
the quality required 
in the name of price. 
By choosing a private 
practice audiologist 
for an evaluation and 
amplification fitting 
greatly increases their 
opportunity for success 
through freedom of choice 
and available selection.

Over my thirty-five year 
professional career 
as a private practice 

audiologist, I have 
encountered many people 
looking for the cheapest, 
most inexpensive way to 
address an aspect of their 
healthcare. Some have 
been bitten from the price 
bug and never realize the 
improvement they could 
have so easily acquired.

Our focus must center 
upon quality. Instead, 
there is a segment of 
society whom their focus 
is on price. To key in 
upon price is the Achille’s 
heel preventing us on 
success for quality of life.

If you or anyone you 
know is suffering from 
hearing difficulty, you 
are encouraged to 
see a private practice 
audiologist today!

By Dr. Patrick Murphy, Au.D., M.Ed., CCC-A, FAAA

Murphy Hearing Services is a full-service hearing health care proprietorship owned by Patrick M. Murphy, Au.D., 
M.Ed., CCC-A, FAAA. Dr. Murphy is a Certified and Licensed Audiologist and Registered Hearing Aid Dealer in the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

Dr. Murphy knows first-hand about hearing loss. He has had a bilateral mild-to-moderate sensorineural hearing loss all of 
his life and is a binaural in-the-canal hearing aid user. 

Dr. Murphy has been in practice in Pennsylvania since receiving his Master of Education in Audiology from the University 
of Virginia in the spring of 1987. He holds a Doctorate in Audiology from A.T. Still University in Mesa, Arizona.

Dr. Murphy is affiliated with the following organizations: International Society of Audiology, Pan-American Society 
of Audiology, Academy of Doctors of Audiology, American Audiology Society, Pennsylvania Academy of Audiology, 
American Speech-Language Hearing Association, American Academy of Audiology and Pennsylvania Speech-Language 
Hearing Association.
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