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I am an attorney and partner in Shober & Rock, focusing 
on estate administration, estate planning, and elder law. I 
have been in the legal industry for 30 years, starting as a 
secretary, paralegal, and finally, attorney. 

My interest in law began in high school 
after taking a Criminal Justice course. 
I decided to start at Manor Junior 
College in a legal secretary program. 
I wanted to work in the law, and 
it seemed that a legal secretary 
was an excellent place to begin. 
However, I wanted to leave 
my options open to attend 
paralegal school or college to 
permit me a more challenging 
role in the legal field. While 
attending Manor College, 
they started a new paralegal 
program, and I quickly 
switched programs. Although 
my high school Criminal Justice 
course piqued my interest in 
criminal law, it became evident 
during my paralegal studies program 
that criminal justice was not for me. I 
focused on other aspects of the law and 
completed the paralegal program. I graduated 
Summa Cum Laude with an Associate of Science 
degree in Paralegal Studies. 

While working as a paralegal and attending Arcadia 
University, I worked for Manor College in the Paralegal 
Program. I was instrumental in obtaining the American 
Bar Association accreditation of the program. Until the 
birth of my daughter, I was active at Manor College in the 
Paralegal Program as a member of the Advisory Board and 
a teacher. 

As part of Manor’s paralegal studies program, I obtained an 
internship with a law firm in Philadelphia. After graduating, 
I remained with the firm as a paralegal while attending 
Arcadia University to obtain my Bachelor’s Degree. After 
working and commuting to Philadelphia each day, I decided 
to get a paralegal position closer to Arcadia University 
and my home in Skippack. After I graduated from Arcadia 
University with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Business 
Administration, I went back to Philadelphia for a paralegal 
position. A better paralegal position opened closer to my 
home, and I decided to accept a job in Montgomery County. 
My various positions as a paralegal gave me experience 
in many areas of law, including personal injury, defense 
asbestos litigation, zoning law, corporate law, and some 
estate planning and estate administration. 

I met my current law partner, Leonard L. Shober, at 
this Montgomery County law firm in 1994. Len was 
instrumental in my extensive experience in estate 
planning, estate administration, and elder law. I also 

gained valuable experience working with 
computers and information technology. 

Combining legal work with the latest 
technology made us more efficient 

and more productive. Estates, 
trusts, taxes, and estate planning 

continue to be my favorite areas 
of law, and I practice them 
almost exclusively to this day.
 
The attorneys at my firm 
believed I would be a good 
lawyer. They encouraged me 
to apply for law school, and I 
decided to take their advice. 
I applied to and was accepted 

at Widener University School 
of Law. I was able to attend 

part-time while continuing my 
paralegal work. I joined my current 

partner’s firm as a paralegal while 
attending law school at night. I took 

courses related to estate planning, tax 
planning, estate administration, and elder 

law. After graduating from law school, I worked as 
an attorney for this firm and was later added as a partner. 
After several years, I was added as a named partner in the 
law firm which is still known as Shober & Rock. 

I am a member of the Pennsylvania and Bucks County 
Bar Associations and the Committees on Elder Law and 
Estates for both organizations. My articles on estate and 
elder law are in the Bucks County Women’s Journal, where 
I regularly contribute. 

I reside in Quakertown, Pennsylvania, with my husband 
Joe and my daughter Victoria. In my spare time, I enjoy 
reading, spending time with my family, and volunteering at 
Trinity Lutheran Church in Perkasie.

Renee C. Rock, Esq., Senior Partner
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Renee C. Rock is President of the Marie G. Solis Foundation, 
which benefits hospice facilities in Pennsylvania, New Jersey, 
and Delaware. 

The Marie Solis Foundation is a private, not-for-profit 
foundation supporting charities improving “end-of-life care”; 
our Foundation supports non-profit hospices, meeting the 
needs of hospice patients and their families.

We met Marie when she hired us to represent her mother, 
Mary Solis, who required nursing home care in 1997. After 
an extended stay in nursing care, Mary passed away in 2001. 
After Mary’s death, we represented Marie until she died after 
an extended illness on May 16, 2012. Since Marie had never 
married and had no children, she became more of a 
friend than a client. In fact, my partner was her 
health care surrogate and agent under Power 
of Attorney. 

Marie died peacefully at home in 
Deptford, New Jersey. Before her 
death, Marie was cared for by a 
caregiver, Joan Williams, who 
spent every minute with Marie 
and was there when she died. Her 
experience with Joan and hospice 
led her to leave her estate to a 
foundation to fund non-profit 
hospice care and caregiving. 

Marie was a member of St. 
Margaret’s parish in Woodbury 
Heights, New Jersey. Before 
moving to New Jersey, Marie was a 
lifelong member of St. Anne’s parish 
in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. She was 
an independent and energetic career 
woman who worked at Huff Paper in Upper 
Chichester from October 1987 to 2008. Marie 
loved cards, bowling, plays, friends, music, ice 
cream, croissants, and traveling—and just about anything else 
that life had to offer. 

Marie was caring, generous, and thoughtful, and, if you were 
loyal as a friend, Marie was your friend for life. Marie was 
charitably minded and routinely gave donations to dozens 
of charities each year. She was especially fond of charities 
associated with her Catholic faith and those that worked with 
individuals unable to fend for themselves entirely. Marie was 
especially interested in assisting with the plight of the aged 
and infirm. Her family was from Croatia, and we use the 
beautiful town of Cres as the logo for her Foundation. 
After her retirement in 2008, Marie battled numerous health 
problems. In October 2009, she became ill, but, rather than 
pneumonia, her illness turned out to be a rare bacterial 
infection called pseudomonas. She was confined to the 
hospital for a month and underwent numerous courses of 

antibiotics and explorative surgery. She was discharged from 
the hospital to a nursing home for rehab in November 2009, 
where she fell and broke several bones. 

After a month, she returned home but went back to the 
hospital in April 2010, suffering from various severe disorders. 
Her ribs were still healing from her fall in the nursing home. 
She returned to the nursing home after this hospitalization 
with oxygen tanks and various other treatments. 

Marie had several issues throughout the summer with colds 
and breathing problems, which eventually resulted in another 
hospitalization in November 2010 for COPD. This confinement 
lasted a month before she returned home. May and June of 

2011 brought more breathing problems and pain. There 
were various x-rays and blood tests. 

In August 2011, she returned to the 
hospital, unable to breathe or sleep.

Doctors discovered internal bleeding 
and performed a colostomy. 
She was discharged again to a 
nursing home. She returned to 
the hospital with pneumonia 
contracted at home and then 
went back to the nursing home. 
In January 2012, the doctors 
told her she could not return 
home without 24-hour care. 
There was a plan to operate on 

her heart for an aortic stenosis. 
Before this could happen, she took 

ill once again and returned to the 
nursing home in April 2012 for the 

last time. 

On May 11, 2012, Marie was discharged 
from the hospital and placed on hospice care 

at home. Before her final discharge to hospice, only 
one of her doctors ever spoke to her about hospice or palliative 
care. But, beginning in January 2012 and up until the day she 
died, she was accompanied on her journeys by a thoughtful 
and loving caregiver who gave Marie the precious gift of 
time, attention, and love. It was this hospice care that finally 
gave Marie the peace she so desperately needed. It was later 
discovered that hospice care could have begun much earlier 
and would not have required her to give up her options for 
treatments but would have likely saved her from the fear and 
anxiety that plagued her in her final months. 
   
Marie has established the Marie G. Solis Foundation to benefit 
women suffering from long-term disabilities and illnesses. 
The Foundation will provide counseling, resources, care, and 
a hand to hold for women who need it. That is the way Marie 
lived, and that is the way her Foundation will carry on
her legacy.

Renee C. Rock, Esquire, President
Marie G. Solis Foundation


