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By Linda C. Wisniewski

Born in the Bronx, young 
adult author Marie Collins 
has made Lambertville, NJ 
her home for the past 34 
years. “For me, suburbs 
and big cities are soul-
depleting,” she says. “I 
need the natural beauty 
of a place to ground me.” 
Charmed by the town’s 
many Victorian homes, she 
set her current book-in-
progress in “a ridiculously 
large one,” though she now 
lives in a “humble worker’s 
style row home built 
around 1890.” 

With degrees in English 
and journalism, Collins was 
a reporter and news editor 
for the Lambertville Beacon.  
For the last three decades, 
she has edited books, 
articles, and white papers 
on education, as well as 
writing-related materials 
and books. 

Collins writes her Secrets 
of Farbookania series for 
readers aged 11 to 15, a 
group for whom she has a 
“special affinity.” They are 
“hopeful and optimistic” 
and “live in a transitional 
moment when all things 
are possible.” And they are 
“incredibly astute…They 
miss nothing!”

Writing sci-fi/fantasy 
allows the author to 
“address things that matter 
without …hitting readers 
over the head with them,” 
she says. “For instance, one 
thing I thought about when 
brainstorming ideas … was 
‘cultural difference’—the 
fact that most of us are 
blends of races, ethnicities, 
and cultures.” Because 
the idea of being half-
alien seemed the ultimate 
form of cultural difference, 
she decided her main 
characters’ mother would 
be from a planet called 
Farbookonia. The first 

book, A Brief Stay at Earth 
Human Camp will be 
followed by book two, The 
Quest for Normal. 

Novel-writing is “10% 
inspiration and 90% 
perspiration,” Collins says. 
“Everyone has ideas, but 
authors are people who 
develop those ideas.” In 
her own work, she uses 
tools such as outlining, 
charting, diagramming, 
deep questioning, and, of 
course, many stages of 
revision. Comparing writing 
a novel to “assembling a 
giant jigsaw puzzle without 
knowing in advance what 
the picture will be,” she 
truly enjoys the process.  

Collins likes to interact 
with readers online and 
in person at schools, 
libraries, and book 
clubs and encourages 
them to reach out to her 
through her website, 
secretsoffarbookonia.com 

or on her Facebook page, 
SecretsofFarbookonia. 

Linda C. Wisniewski 
teaches memoir workshops 
and enjoys speaking about 

the healing power of writing. 
Visit her website at www.
lindawis.com or contact 
her at lindawis@comcast.
net to schedule a class or 
presentation for your group.

www.lindawis.com lindawis@comcast.net

Linda C. Wisniewski
writes about real life and the connections we make
by giving each other space and time to be heard. 

• Writer of award-winning 
stories and essays published 
in numerous literary journals, 
magazines and newspapers. 

• Presenter of memoir classes 
and workshops throughout the 
Philadelphia area.

• Author of the memoir, Off Kilter, 
published by Pearlsong Press.

• Author of the unpublished novel, 
Where the Stork Flies, a þnalist for 
the 2015 Eludia Award
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