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Increasing the Value of Your Home

By: Jennifer Fanelli
President
Signature Design Creations, LLC

Now that a New Year is just
around the corner, I know
that a lot of us are beginning
to think about what our New
Year resolutions are going to
be. Whether it will be to get fit,
straighten out your finances
or get better organized; a new
year always brings with it the
hope for better opportunities
and possibilities. Now is the
perfect time to reinvest in your
home. By making simple and
affordable improvements you
can not only increase and add
value to your home, but also
provide both immediate and
long-term rewards.

Here are some of my top
suggestions to do just that.

1. Curb Appeal:

What is the very first thing
that people notice right away
when they pull up to your home?
The landscaping. Landscaping
is a very important feature for
your home not only because
it can be a major selling point
for buyers, but also because it
leaves a lasting impression on
visitors. One should give as
much attention to the exterior
of their home as they do to
the interior. A well manicured
lawn, varied shrubs, and color-
ful accent plants can add
interest to your yard. The use
of outdoor lighting can accent
the architectural elements of
your home, add interest and
set a mood. Freshly painting
exterior features such as the
front door, window trims, and
architectural accents breathes
new life into the exterior of
the home. In effect, these
improvements help make what
is old new again.

2. Revive the Kitchen:

The kitchen is one of the
most important features in
homes today. Not only is it a
major focal point in a home
but it is also a major selling
point too. The kitchen should
be viewed not only on the
basis of it’s functionality
but also how up to date it is.
Replace old appliances with
new stainless steel energy
efficient models. They may be
more costly initially, but will
end up saving you money in
the future. If your cabinets are
outdated there are two options
to consider. Depending on
your budget, the first option is
simply updating your existing
cabinets with new cabinet
doors and hardware. Itis avery
cost effective solution. If cost
is not an issue, than opting for
new cabinets and countertops
is the way to go. Lighting is
another feature to consider
when updating or remolding
your kitchen. Adding more
high hats and recessed lighting
under the upper cabinets not
only brightens up the space
but also adds ambience to this
very important room.

3. The Basement:

In today’s current housing
climate the basement has been
totally transformed from an
area that was used primarily
for storage, to an extension
of your homes living space.
Basements now provide areas
that combine living, playing,
and storage areas creatively
laid out. Adding a fabulous bar,
seating and beautiful finishes
will add character and value to
your home.

4. The Master Bedroom/Suite:

Master Bedroom/Suites are
an expected feature in today’s
homes. They should be open
and clutter free spaces that are
inviting, intimate and extremely
comfortable. Master Bedroom/
Suites should include a private
seating and reading area, as
well as, a beautifully designed
and organized walk-in closet.

5. Master Bathroom:

Another key element to con-
sider when investing monies
into your home is the master
bathroom. Everyone loves a
spacious, wellappointed master
bathroom. When remolding
the master bathroom, here are
some things to think about
changing. New cabinetry and
granite countertops are always
an important upgrade when
enhancing the master bath
area. If your bathroom has old
tiles or a dated tub, sink, toilet,
and lighting fixtures consider
replacing them.

Renovating and updating
a home is always a good idea.
Not only does it bring added

value to your asset, but also
lends itself to having more
aesthetical appeal. When con-
sidering remolding to increase
the value of your home, the
number one rule is to make
sure that your renovations are
keeping in character with your
community and your life style.
It is important to investigate
the selling prices and values

of the homes in your area.
This information will help you
better determine the amount
of monies to invest into your
home in order to enhance its
value to you as your personal
haven and as an important real
estate asset. Remember you
want to make money not lose
money when one day you may
decide to sell your home.

Jennifer Fanelli has been designing and decorating for as long as
she can remember. She turned her love and enthusiasm for interior
design into a successful business. Signature Design Creations, is
an interior design firm that specializes in residential, commercial
and yacht interiors. Jennifer creates interiors that are sophisticated,
timeless and very livable. She works hand and hand with all of her
clients to create interiors that are distinctly different and unique.
With choice fabrics, furnishing, architectural elements, antiques and
fine artworks she has crafted interiors that truly reflect her client’s
ideals and taste. Jennifer is an allied member of the American
Society for Interior Design (ASID) and the International Interior
Design Association (IIDA). She graduated from Philadelphia
University and holds a Bachelors of Science degree in Interior
Design, with a minor in Art History. Jennifer also travels to
Europe on a yearly basis for new ideas and artistic stimulation, to
incorporate into her interior design schemes.
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Contact Jennifer Fanelli at 215.796.4943 for a design
consultation or email her af Fanellis5@msn.com.
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